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O
ver the past few months, the Greater 
West Bloomfield Community 
Coalition has continued to spread 

positivity around the community with 
the help of its sponsors. 

On November 3, Kelly Woodley, 
property manager of Orchard Mall, 
donated the funds for the GWBCC to 
hold two vaping presentations to sixth 
through eighth graders and their parents 
at Our Lady of Refuge school. 

“It’s very important that we bring 
vaping back to the forefront because a 
lot of kids, especially those entering 
middle school, missed out on a lot of 
in-person school during COVID, and 
might be facing peer pressures they 
didn’t face in elementary school,” said 
Lisa Berkey, executive director of the 
GWBCC. 

The Michigan Department of Health 
and Human Services reported in 2020 
that there were 2,807 vape-related lung 
injury hospitalizations nationwide, 
including a Michigan teen who needed a 
double lung transplant because of vaping. 

“We need to continue to educate kids 
and parents on vaping, because it didn’t 
go away and a lot of kids are doing it 
again,” Berkey said.

The GWBCC also continues to stress 
the importance of positive mental health, 
and on November 4, with help from 
LaFontaine Subaru, it hosted Mr. Peace at 
Sheiko Elementary. 

Berkey is appreciative of the support.
“LaFontaine has always been a 

wonderful supporter of the coalition and 

the community,” Berkey said. 
Kevin Szawala, also known as Mr. 

Peace, is a national youth motivational 
and anti-bullying speaker. He travels to 
schools, churches and youth clubs across 
the country, spreading his message of 
“peace, love, equality, tolerance, kindness 
and understanding.”

When asked why he does what he 
does, Szawala said it’s because of the 
students.

“When kids ask me that question, I 
tell them it’s because of stories like 
theirs,” he said. “When they come up to 
me and tell me they’re going to 
remember me, or that what I said I really 
touched their heart, I tell them that if 
something touched their heart in 45 
minutes, imagine how they can touch 
someone’s heart over a school year or an 
entire lifetime.”

The main topic Mr. Peace covered at 
Sheiko was Leadership: Passion to 
Purpose.

“Kids go through hard times and 
losses even at a young age, and I like to 
show them their potential and how they 
can leave a legacy,” Szawala said. 

The GWBCC continued the theme of 
inclusivity and purpose by 
co-sponsoring the keynote speaker for 
“U Matter Week” at West Bloomfield 
High School.

“UMatter Week is a week at our high 
school run by the leadership class,” 
Berkey said. “It’s a week for the students 
to be reminded everybody matters, no 
matter what.”

UMatter is a division of Friendship 
Circle, and its goal is to show students, 
especially those struggling, that every 
person is worthy of love and inclusion.

West Bloomfield’s Vibe Credit Union 
sponsored the week’s keynote speaker, 
Kristin Meekhof, on December 9. 

The credit union will also sponsor 
“coping kits”, which will be given to 
second-grade students, filled with tools 
to help them learn to cope.

“The kits contain a coping skills 
choice board, because it’s important for 
kids to realize that they have a choice in 
the way they choose to cope,” Berkey 
said. “For example, you might cope 
differently when you’re in a fight with a 
friend versus when you get a bad grade 
on a test.”

For more information on how the 
GWBCC continues to spread positivity 
around the community, visit www.
gbcoalition.org. To learn more about Mr. 
Peace, visit mrpeace.org.
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